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PEACE OF 

JERUSALEM
PSALM 122:6
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Dear friend,
Shalom! Recently returned from spending two weeks 

in Israel, visiting with the staff and leaders of our 
partner ministry in Israel, and participating in a 
wonderful gathering of Chosen People Ministries 
National Directors from almost all of the 17 countries 
where your Mission to the Jewish people is working. 
My heart is full to overflowing! 

This year Chosen People Global Ministries accepted two new countries 
into the network—Poland and Finland. The work that is being done in 
Poland today is truly amazing. Our Chosen People Ministries team there are 
reaching out to the remnant of Jewish people living in Poland after the 
devastation of the Holocaust as well as hosting individual groups of 
Holocaust Survivors, soldiers and children from Israel. These visitors from 
Israel are loved, cared for, prayed for and given a wonderful time by their 
Polish hosts. Many have come to faith during these visits. 

The ministry in Finland reaches out to the remnant of Jewish people living 
in the Baltic States like Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. I am especially moved by 
this ministry as my Jewish great grandparents come from Latvia and Lithuania. 

However, I would like to let you know of the general “mood” of the 
people living in Israel at the moment—particularly regarding the 
possibility of continued conflict with Iran as well as other critical national 
security issues. 

Israelis Are “On Edge”
There is no question that the looming threat of increased hostilities 

with Iran makes the average Israeli deeply uneasy. For most, the issue is 
fairly clear: If the Iranians develop nuclear weapons and the ability to fire 
these weapons on Israel (it is generally agreed that Iran already has the 
missile technology to do this), then it is likely that Iran will use these 
weapons against Israel. 

The problem faced by Israeli leaders at this moment is whether to be 
proactive or reactive given the circumstances. If the decision is made to be 
proactive, then the question of timing arises—when should Israel launch a 
preemptive air strike on Iran? Every Israeli understands that the longer 
they wait, the more opportunity Iran will have to secure reactors and other 
nuclear machinery in underground bunkers that will make it more difficult 
for Israeli warplanes to find and destroy them.

Additionally, even if some diplomatic progress is made, Israelis profoundly 
distrust the current Iranian leadership, which only increases the tension felt 
by the average Israeli.
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Peace will reign in the hearts of 
individual Israelis.

Pray especially for the growing work 
of your Mission to the Jewish people in 
Israel. We continue to add new staff 
members, establish new centres and 
share the Gospel with hundreds of 
Israelis each month through our 
evangelistic efforts, benevolence 
programs (we are now feeding 3,000 
families a month in Israel) and in so 
many other ways. Celebrate Messiah 
has also increased our monthly financial 
commitment to Israel as we strongly 
believe that we are called to support 
the work in Israel. 

Are these events in the Middle East 
part of the unfolding of end time 
prophecy? Of course! You only have to 
visit Israel to know this is true! The 
hope of Messiah’s coming gives my 
soul great comfort, but more 
importantly, it motivates me and our 
global partners to do more, to be 
more 
faithful and 
to rely on 
the power 
of the Holy 
Spirit as we 
know that 
the days 
will grow 
more difficult before He comes! 

I treasure the words of the Apostle 
Paul, who reminds us that God is still 
working among His chosen people 
and that one of the critical events of 
the last days is the turning of the 
Jewish people to Jesus. How I long 
for that day!

For I do not desire, brethren, that 
you should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest you should be wise in 
your own opinion, that blindness in 
part has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 
And so all Israel will be saved, as it 
is written… (Rom. 11:25-26).
Looking forward to His coming,

Lawrence 

quality of life would be incredibly 
disruptive. 

I believe Chosen People Ministries 
must be in position to bring practical 
relief as well as the Gospel to Israelis in 
the event that Israel attacks Iran, and 
Iran’s proxies, Hezbollah and Hamas, 
retaliate against Israel. Israelis live each 
day with implacable stress and tension, 
not knowing if it is safe to take their 
children to the park or to go to the 
grocery store, as events could turn 
dramatically within moments! 

How Can Christians 
 Pray about the Potential  

Israel-Iran Conflict?
I realize that this report is 

alarming. Yet we know that nothing is 
impossible with God and that He 
hears the prayers of His people. I ask 
you to join me in prayer—pray that 
Iran stops developing nuclear 
weapons! Even more importantly, 
pray that the leaders of Iran turn to 
Yeshua…and that the leaders of Israel 
do so as well! I still believe that Jesus 
is the solution to every problem, 
both large and small—so we need to 
keep praying with great faith, 
believing that God will touch the 
hearts of Iranian leaders and cause 
them to abandon their hatred of 
Israel. I believe that when people 
learn to love the Lord and the 
Messiah of Israel, they will also grow 
to love the people of Israel! 

We have witnessed this in our very 
midst here in Melbourne as Muslim 
background Iranians have come to 
faith in Yeshua and who fellowship 
with us at Beit HaMashiach Messianic 
Congregation. 

Although I am sorry Israelis are 
facing this terrible threat, it is also 
true that many are now more open to 
a relationship with God than ever 
before. In fact, a recent study in Israel 
suggested that the average Israeli now 
believes in God and is becoming more 
spiritually-minded and less secular!  
There is also no question that the 
number of Israeli followers of Yeshua 
has more than tripled in the last 10-15 
years!1 So, please pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem and that the Prince of 

The Potential for  
Severe Retaliation 

If Israel performs a first strike on 
Iran, the threat of retaliation is an 

overwhelming 
concern. However, it is not direct 
retaliation from Iran that is the most 
worrisome. From what I gathered from 
listening to the news in Israel, reading 
the paper, and talking with our staff 
and with many Israelis, they fear that a 
barrage of missiles will rain down upon 
Israel from southern Lebanon and 
Gaza—as has happened in the past—
possibly causing tremendous 
destruction of property and human life. 
The “Dome,” a new defense system 
that blocks missiles from entering 
Israeli airspace, has proved to be 
moderately effective, but would never 
be able to keep out all of the missiles 
fired from such close range.

The previous severity of attacks by 
Hezbollah from southern Lebanon 
upon the northern part of Israel 
caused almost 1,000,000 Israelis to 
leave the North and move to the 
“safer” desert cities in the southern 
part of Israel. This disruption is what 
led Chosen People Ministries to begin 
what has now grown into a very 
robust benevolence ministry. Can you 
imagine what would happen if one or 
two million Israeli citizens fled their 
homes to get away from the missiles 
fired from southern Lebanon or from 
Gaza? The impact upon Israeli 
society, the economy and upon 
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At first glance, the conflict between Iran and Israel seems 
like a mismatch. Iran has 10 times the population and nearly 
80 times the land area of Israel. Also, Iran’s proven oil 
reserves (150 billion barrels) place it third on the list of oil-
producing nations, whereas Israel currently stands in 94th 
place out of 97 oil-producing countries! Iran pumps nearly a 
thousand barrels of oil for each one pumped in Israel.

The mismatch continues in the military sphere. Counting 
all active, reserve, and paramilitary forces, Israel can muster a 
total of 750,000 troops. Iran can muster 5 times that 
number—over 3.8 million. The one area where Israel has an 
advantage is in nuclear weapons, but Iran is pushing hard to 
close that gap. Israel’s small size gives Iran a strategic 
advantage, should they finally develop a nuclear weapon. 
Over a decade ago, Iran’s former president noted that “the 
employment of even one atomic bomb inside Israel will 
wipe it off the face of the earth.”

Are demographics destiny? Is the eventual 
elimination of Israel unavoidable? Don’t write the 
obituary yet! 

Israel and the Promises of God
Throughout Israel’s history, the nation has survived in 

the face of insurmountable odds and against 
overwhelming force. The Jewish people have 
experienced an unending cycle of existential threats 
coupled with God’s miraculous deliverance. From a 
human perspective, Iran seems to have all the 
advantages—but the events of the Bible remind us  
that the God of Israel is “high above all nations” 
(Ps. 113:4). 

As I watch the current conflict, I’m reminded of 
God’s promise to Israel in the Bible. Iran cannot 

Reading Joel C. Rosenberg’s latest book, The Tehran Initiative, feels eerily similar to 
reading a behind-the-scenes account of the headlines of today’s newspaper. The novel 
brings to life current news stories involving espionage and international diplomacy in a 
world on the brink of war. Rosenberg captures the reader’s attention from the very first line 
as the main character, David Shirazi, hurtles through the streets of Tehran, attempting to 
smuggle the leading Iranian nuclear physicist, Najjar Malik, out of the country. As the 

second book in the series, The Tehran Initiative begins immediately where the first novel, The Twelfth Imam, ends. The 
fast-paced, highly suspenseful tale keeps you on the edge of your seat from cover to cover. 
 Rosenberg creatively blends contemporary political themes with spiritual issues, creating a captivating fictional 
narrative. Anyone interested in Israel or Middle East politics will appreciate this story, as it paints a vivid portrait of the 
tenuous situation in the Middle East and Israel’s continual need to respond to the persistent threat of extinction. The 
Tehran Initiative presents a thought-provoking look into potential events in this ongoing conflict. While the reader should 
not use the novel to draw political or theological conclusions, the story can function as a catalyst for undertaking a 
deeper study of the complexities and significance of the current situation in Israel and the Middle East. 

wipe Israel off the 
map because God 
promised the land 
to His people 
“forever.” How 
certain is that promise?  
In Jeremiah 31:36, God said it this way, “‘If those ordinances 
[of the sun, moon, and stars] depart from before Me,’ says the 
Lord, ‘Then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a 
nation before Me forever.’” Israel’s continued existence as a 
nation is as certain as the fixed order of the heavens. 

Although Iran tries to push forward with plans to destroy 
Israel, God has said they will fail. I do not believe it is an 
accident that “Persia” is singled out as one of the nations that 
will seek to attack and destroy Israel “in the latter years.” God 
doesn’t mince words about what He will do as a result. “You 
shall fall upon the mountains of Israel, you and all your troops, 
and the peoples who are with you; I will give you to birds of 
prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be 
devoured” (Ez. 39:4).

I pay particular attention to the conflict unfolding between 
Iran and Israel because God identified Persia as one of the 
nations to watch as the end times begin to unfold. The 
current conflict is real, and so is the threat posed by Iran. 
However, God has already pulled back the curtain of time to 
reveal how the conflict will end—and the results will be 
startlingly similar to what God did for Israel in the past!

********
Dr. Charlie Dyer is Professor at 

Large of Bible at the Moody 
Bible Institute and host of The 

Land and the Book radio program.

The Iran/Israel Conflict:
How Will It End?

BOOK 
REVIEW
by Scott Nassau
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Messiah: The 
Offering for My Sin

I was born in Tehran, Iran and raised in a wonderful, 
traditional Jewish family. My parents were not very religious, 
but we kept all the Jewish holidays. My favorite was 
Passover; it usually fell around the time of the Persian New 
Year, which was a national holiday.

As a child, I was curious about God and wanted to learn 
to pray. I remember approaching the rabbi during shiva, the 
traditional Jewish seven-day initial mourning period, after 
my grandfather had died, and he taught me to recite the 
shema (Hear O Israel). I was also interested in reading the 
Jewish Bible, but I didn’t have a Persian translation.

We left Iran after the Islamic revolution of 1979, when I 
was 16 years old. Once in the United States, I became friends 
with Christians for the first time in my life. Their belief in Jesus 
as the promised Jewish Messiah bothered me, so I set out to 
study the Hebrew Scriptures and the Messianic prophecies to 
disprove what they claimed had been fulfilled in Jesus’ life.

I could accept that my good works and my attempt to 
follow the commandments were not enough to please God 
and that I needed an atoning sacrifice as a sin offering. As it 
says in Leviticus 17:11, “…it is the blood that makes atonement 
for the soul.” Our Iranian Jewish practice of slaying a chicken 
every year at Yom Kippur for each member of our family as a 
sin covering confirmed this need to me.

It was Isaiah 53 that proved to me that Messiah had died for 
my sins. Verse 5 says, “But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised because of our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His 
stripes we are healed.” 

On June 19, 1980, as I was pondering all these things,  
I confessed to God that I believe Jesus is my Messiah, my sin 
bearer.  The result was life-changing, as God became a 
personal friend and a guide in my life.
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Finding New Life  
in a New Land 

I was born into a Conservative Jewish family in Iran. The 
foundation of my faith was set when I was a child, as I went to 
Jewish school and had the privilege of attending synagogue for 
morning prayers during the week. At home, our family observed 
ancient traditions. My parents used to have a hen sacrificed for 
the family for Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) and had the rabbi 
pray to transfer our sins to the chicken, which cemented the 
words of the Torah more clearly in my mind. 

At the time, the Shah (king) of Iran was still in power and 
Jews were treated well and prospered under his regime. 
Towards the end of my high school years, my parents sent me 
to the United States in order to complete my education— 
after which I would return to Iran to work in my father’s 
business. During high school and college, I began wandering 
away from faith in God as I watched my American Jewish 
classmates who did not believe in God and who had mostly 
let go of their Jewish traditions and practices. 

While I was attending college, the ayatollahs took over 
Iran. I ended up applying for refugee status and remained in 
the U.S. After graduating from college and getting a job, I met 
a few business associates who were born-again Christians. At 
first I was afraid of them “converting” me and had a lot of 
misconceptions about them—but the more I saw the 
integrity in their business dealings and the love they showed 
me, the more I developed a trust which shook off all the 
misconceptions. The biggest challenge was their claim that 
Jesus is God who came to earth in the flesh.

Wrestling with the Message of Salvation
I started reading the Bible in order to equip myself. While 

reading Genesis, I came across the passage where Jacob 
wrestled with a man during the night and later said, “I have 
seen God face to face, and my life is preserved…” (Gen. 32:22-
31). As I continued to read, I found more passages where God 
had appeared in the form of a man. At one point, a friend 
pointed out Isaiah chapter 53, which convinced me that the 
Jewish Jesus of the New Testament is the Messiah who died 
for my sins.

After coming to faith in the Jewish Messiah, I experienced 
much resistance from my family. Yet miraculously, God 
arranged for me to meet my wife, who is also an Iranian 
Jewish believer. The biggest change in my life has been 
learning to be dependent on Him even in the smallest daily 
decisions, where His guidance has led to many blessings. Best 
of all is the knowledge that as much as I may miss the 
country of my birth, Iran, or Israel— which my heart 
considers home — my real home is with Him in Heaven.
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Rosh Hashanah
(Feast of Trumpets)

Yom Kippur 
(Day of Atonement)

Sukkot  
(Feast of Tabernacles; Feast of
Ingathering; Season of our Rejoicing) 

Date: 17 September 2012 26 September 2012 1 October 2012

Jewish
Observances: 

Blowing of the shofar (ram’s
horn)

Traditional greeting—l’shanah
tovah tikatevu (may you be
inscribed for a good year)

Special holiday meal featuring
a loaf of hallah (Sabbath egg
bread) baked into the shape of
a crown, emphasizing the
Lord’s kingship

Eating of apples and honey to
symbolize the hope of a
“sweet” year to come

Tashlich ceremony—casting
bread crumbs into flowing
water to symbolize the “casting
off“ of sins

Special synagogue services
that stress our need for
forgiveness, repentance, the
sovereignty of God and His
covenant promises to Israel

Fasting from both food and
water

No work done

A solemn day of introspection
and humility emphasizing
repentance, prayer and works of
mercy

Kapparot—now seldom-seen
ritual sacrifice of a chicken, in
memory of the High Priest’s
sacrifice which is no longer
possible because of the
destruction of the Temple

The wearing of white garments,
symbolizing humility and
confidence in God’s power to
forgive sins

Lengthy synagogue services that
dwell upon God’s holiness and
our failings in His sight

Families live in booths—temporary
shelters constructed of boughs and
leafy branches—to remind us of
God’s protection during the
wilderness wandering after the
Exodus.

Arbat HaMinim (the Four Species):
the Etrog (citron, a citrus fruit native
to Israel), Lulav (palm branch),
Hadas (myrtle branch) and Arava
(willow branch) are used in worship
and to bless the booth. With the
citron in the left hand, and the others
held together in the right, a blessing
is recited inside the sukkah (booth)
and the items are waved east, south,
west, north, up and down as a
symbol that God’s presence is
everywhere.  This practice is based
on Leviticus 23:40.

Ushpizin (Aramaic for “guests”)—
Hospitality is a Sukkot tradition, with
people visiting each other in the
sukkah and eating together. 

Hebrew
Scripture: 

Leviticus 23:23-25,
Numbers 29:1-6

Leviticus 16, 23:26-32, 
Numbers 29:7-11 

Leviticus 23:33-36, 39-43, Numbers
29:12-34, Deuteronomy 16:13-15,
Ezra 3:1-4, Nehemiah 8:14-15

New
Testament: 

Not explicitly mentioned—but
the connection of the sound of
the shofar to God’s mighty
work of judgment and
restoration may be found in
Matthew 24:29-31,
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 and
Revelation 11:15-18

Hebrews 9:7, 10:1-3, 19-22 John 7 and 8 take place on Sukkot.

Messianic
Application:

Yeshua (Jesus) embodies our
hope of forgiveness and God’s
promise to be faithful to us
now and in the future. He is
the King through whom the
authority of the Father is given
and exercised (Matthew 11:27,
John 16:15).

Jesus is our High Priest. He is the
One through whom our redemption
is bought through the shedding of
His blood as an atoning sacrifice
(Romans 3:24-26). As High Priest,
Jesus is not only qualified to bring
the unblemished sin offering, but is
Himself the perfect offering for
atonement, once and for all. 

Sukkot’s emphasis on ingathering is
unmistakably bound to the fulfillment
of Messiah’s Kingdom promises
(Zechariah 14:16-19). Moreover, 
the theme of God’s sheltering
tabernacle is most fully expressed in 
Revelation 21:3: “…Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men and
He will dwell with them…”

Illustration by O
livier M
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A Trumpet Call for God’s People
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MESSIANIC 
MINISTRY ENRICHES PERSIAN HEARTS
Another two new believers from a Muslim background 
have publically professed their faith in the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and his son Yeshua, in a 
baptism ceremony (mikveh) last month conducted by 
Lawrence Hirsch at a church in Dandenong. This follows 
a mikveh in February where four others from a Muslim 
background and four more including three new Jewish 
believers were immersed in water to symbolise a new 
creation in unity under Yeshua HaMashiach. An Iranian 
born Jewish believer, together with an Iranian born 
Gentile believer, who both attend Beit HaMashiach 
messianic congregation and who both speak Farsi, are 
helping to disciple this group. 
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ADULT CONFERENCE
Celebrate Messiah Australia Executive Director Lawrence 
Hirsch and his wife Louise are helping to plan for the next 
international conference of Messianic young adults to be 
held in Paris at the end of the year. More than 100 young 
adults from 12 countries, including Australia, attended 
the last Muchan Conference, in Berlin at the end of 2009. 
It was so successful in fostering new friendships and 
motivating the next generation of leaders to serve the 
Lord, that Chosen People Ministries staff member 
Rachel G. is helping to make it happen again. She writes, 
“We are organizing another Muchan Conference in Paris
at the end of 2012 with a 
planning team from 
Melbourne, Berlin, 
Moscow, Israel and New 
York City. Once again, we 
will gather Messianic 
young adults for a week of 
study, worship, prayer and 
learning together about 
our collective past, and 
where we are going as this 
generation of Messianic 
leaders.”

DOM MISSIEE GROWING
The work of the Russian 
speaking Dom Missiee (House 
of Messiah) congregation in 
Melbourne has grown over 
the past five months. Monthly 
luncheons have been held 
with the Russian-speaking 
Jewish people, many of whom live in the housing 
commission flats in Prahran, St Kilda and South Melbourne.
Between 40 and 60 people have attended these 
luncheons. Our missionary to the Russian speaking 
community, Rita, says there have been many testimonies 
of God’s abundant grace. “We also have a time of 
worship and prayer, and praying for the sick, followed by 
a lovely lunch in the hall. There is a very committed team 
from the Beit HaMashiach congregation who assist in 
every aspect of this work,” she said.
The Dom Missiee team are also visiting Jewish people in 
hospital, nursing homes and in their own homes. A few 
week ago, five Jewish people received the Lord as their 
Saviour.

RACHEL’S TURN TO BE OUR INTERN  
Celebrate Messiah is blessed to have a young Jewish 
believer from Dallas, Texas who will be with us for two 
months to help with the children and youth ministry. 
Rachel, who trained at Moody Bible College in Chicago, 
has already got her feet wet, literally, helping at the Lahav 
winter camp up at Mount Buller last month. And she also 
helped Youth pastor Jay run a school holiday program at 
Beit HaMashiach. Jay said that he was delighted to have 
the assistance of such a competent young woman with a 
great heart for the young. Rachel has been able to interact 
positively with children and youth who are part of the 
regular fellowship and also several young female non-
believers who went to the camp.  

SMALL WORLD OPENS UP TO SPREAD THE WORD  
Several of the Sydney Celebrate Messiah team have 
recently travelled overseas. One worker reports while 
overseas attending a Shabbat meal in the local Synagogue 
with relatives, they met an Aussie whose relative is a 
neighbour of our worker. After Shabbat, gifts were 
brought to our worker to bring back to their Sydney 
relative. When our worker returned to Sydney and 
delivered the gifts to his neighbour, it was the first time 
they were able to discuss Yeshua. Please pray for Mrs E 
to come to faith as she now meets regularly with our 
worker for Bible study.

MESSIANICm live in the housing

News 
Briefs
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Serving together with Chosen People Ministries in: Argentina, Australia, Canada, China, England, Finland, France, Germany, 
Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, United States.

In Australia contact: Celebrate Messiah Australia, PO Box 304, Caulfield South, VIC 3162, Australia. Phone: +61 3 9563 5544  
Fax: +61 3-9563 5544  Email:  enquiries@celebratemessiah.com.au

In New Zealand contact: Celebrate Messiah New Zealand, 276 Danseys Pass Rd, 12 CRD, Oamaru 9491, New Zealand,  
Phone: +64 3431 2564  Email:  scottsodc@gmail.com

MESSIANICRESOURCES
Messianic Jewish Art  
Calendar 2012-2013
Announcing our newest 15-month  
Messianic Jewish Art Calendar just in  
time for the new year—September 2012.  
This year’s theme is worship and a  
healthy relationship with God. Each  
month features a beautiful original watercolor of  
Jewish life in Jerusalem. Our calendars make great  
gifts, so don’t forget to order extras!

au$19.95

Jewish Prayer Focus
This is a fantastic resource for those who wish to pray  
for the salvation of Jewish people worldwide during the  

21 days of the awesome Jewish High Holy  
Days. It is also full of great teaching and timely information 
from those who are practitioners in the field of Jewish ministry.

au$8

Special, Limited-Time Offer: 
2-DVD set from the Israel, the Church, and the Middle East 
Crisis Conference Spring 2012. au$25

Simcha Oz Conference
Melbourne  /  30 November - 2 December 2012

Register Now!  
Call our office on 61 3 9563 5544 Or download a registration form online 

at www.celebratemessiah.com.au/events

To order fill out Response Card, call on 61 3 9563 5544 or visit us online at www.celebratemessiah.com.au.  
More resources are on our website.

Fill out the enclosed registration form or visit us online.

Erev Rosh 
Hashanah

(Feast of Trumpets)
Sunday evening 

16 September at 6pm

Erev Yom Kippur
(Day of Atonement) 

Tuesday evening 
25 September at 6pm

Erev Sukkot
(Feast of Tabernacles)

Sunday evening 
30 September at 6pm

Feast of Tabernacles 
Shabbat Service 

Saturday 6 October 
service 10.30am 

Venue: Beit HaMashiach 
206 Bambra Road 

Caulfield South, Victoria

2012 Services for the Jewish High 
Holidays at Beit HaMashiach 

Messianic Congregation


